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.Techn

at Rural India in pandernic : l{eed of
ology Basecl Orrline Education

i.

Dept." of Economics.
Prof. Nihar:A. 'Bodele

Adarsh Arts anrl Comnterce College. Desaigani (lVadsa),
Dist-Cadchiroli. (I\,I.S. )

Abstr:ac.t

(COVID-t9). has grearlv influenced the fietdof education besipe

lras never so influcnced as that

several other fields. partirrrlaLgI,r. qgriculturq

of due to p'andernic situation. The iituation

trangport. industn.- ma$.e1. Thbfield of education

almost compelled the authorities (o thirrk, plan and execule lhe
and evaluaring through lechnologv based online mode. The concepl oftechnologv based online

process of educating exarnining

mode of education is nol a nerr,ong etferr in India Hogever. in India before pandemic 
situation:the technology basgd online teaching nrode rvas useiC to some

,

)

The spread of coRoNA virus (cov[D-rg) has enda,gered the nhole *,orld. Itsr'orld*'ide conseqrrences calr ss counrerl ,oor" Iro,rrtrt *nr' ,r* des(rucr.ion antr devastationcaused b1'r'e'rrrop,ing of nucreer rrrirrrbs durirrg ; ;;,:;rrd war. No doubq rhere havebcen epidemics i, rrre rrorrd earrier, r,r, ,;;;;; ;ffi* virus is bisser ihan ar. soonalier irs firs{ pa{ienr- found rn f)ccembcr 2aD, it-*, ;;d in se,erar countries. As theCORONA r.inrs infected se'erallacks ofpeople and U,,", ,r"* 
"r;;;;;r:"rr;;;;shorl tinte. il rras declared pandemic by. World U.rl,f, trg*i

s i r uar ion in fl uenced rr,c se'crar fi crd.s o r n, ** i,* r*'; ;ffiloJill;1,.J: ff 
,r.T

exception lo thar ,norL' ,rarticulrrll. in f11di, l" Irdi;":;ruo- ,o*,,_ arrd sme,I citics t'eestablislred teachi,g-learning mode' rvirh Ibu e.rceprion. i. omilrl. Both the reachers and Jeamersare accustorned ro that nrode Ho*'e'er- during rockdo*ns- decrared successiverl' by the centraland State gove*imenls due lo pandemic siruarion, ,r," ,"r,oor- colleges and other teaching_Ie'nrning places were slrictl-t' kept closed- rrfiich armosr ,;;; reaching-rearning process ih

;ffiI},;il*" It ga ve birth to,""h,"r;;" ;;ffi ;oa 
" 

or J,ca,,o,.-ol**r,,ry

,rr,.rr,lr',,ro.rls: 
Education' Pandemic" coRoNA Tradirion, Technorogl,. Modq charenge.
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ring proftssionar- technicar courses. To be true, at rurar part of India this mode
'b-r',the leachers nor by rhc learlers, perrraps, at rurar part of India this mode of
not lraye been used for rran,y )€ars to pass ,ad there been 

". ;;;;;;

The presenl paper aims t'o cniticall-r' el'aluate educalion in parrdemic in general and ilre
need of technolog' based online edtrcation ar rural part of India, in particuiar. As mentioned
earlier' the concept ol" technolog-r' basecl online mbde of, education is not a new one. As an
approllriale alternatir'e to llte currenl challenges ru.irg truditionat colleges and universities -including higher tuilion- budger curs, and course shortages - nearry, ;.;.;,;;;;r,;
currentr-v 

-apenroiled 
in fuily onrine programs and si.x miilion are taking zrl least one onrine

course as'part of their degree" As sucl-r- orrli,e educalion has been accepteo,lror*i, or. ",i;|.*."j
1*r:r"' 

* 
:n",of 

rhe higher educarion"arrernar.ives. Horvever, ,t.,* ;.ru" r";; 
";;;"Prel-errirtg technolog' basecl online nrode of education rvillingli,as an alternatr'e tor;,,;;;;

o!"fiine mode o{ education. ancl making i{ obligaton./compulsoni as the only available mode is
c9flarnl1':nol one and lhe same thing. wi(h rhe acceptance of LpG reuolutionar; #* ;;;

. introduced in severar r*arks of life. Digitization of afi thc fierds is the prinre *r;; 
", *,process ol'cha._ee. I^ rhe field clf etlucation. particularl-1,the highcr edrrcatro,, ;.;; ;;

demand lo introduce more antl ntore technologl'" to produce oigiralt-v equillped graduates, post-
graduates to be 4bre to meet inrerna(ionar srandards. Ho*,e'er" ir is a He.cu,"r;*;-; ;;""
l',:.r*"lrd 

tldirionar nrode of educarion ro a ,ndern, digital mode in a ferv days. In case ofIndia- rvlrcre the nr- '*'- ""-'- -'- '!'aJor part ls occtrpied b1' villages; it is a drearn. To be l.rank. changes are 1oo
slorv Io talie place n ith us.

Eclrrcation at Rrrrat 1tar1 of irrdia : Crrrrrcrrl Scenario
The process of educalion goes lhrotrgh four stages- primarl,- High school, Graduate andPost-graduate Educatio, has spread r.,idql-v- a,d almostl*"rr"O ," rl;;.;;;;ff ;*

to be farr' that is in guantit'and nol in qualit.r'. The quaritv of educalion at alr srages aqrural part
orrhe counrD' is berorr, (hc nrark. Ir has been r,or* ti,,;. ;;;;r, in rhe firsr hundreJshndard

. uni'ersitjes / institution not e\en one is Incrian. rv.r,"tr,., it is pri,r,urr,/high scrroo, d;;;posl-graduate degree institution in rural part of the country," do not have enough infrastruclure
and learnirrg sou'ces even lodar Thc olcl buildings *urtr smart-aark roonrs. llroken furniture, withvery few or no 'I1eans of teaclrirrg -learning arc called mansions of learning. Most of these

t
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schools/institr.rtions are rul] b1'pri'r,ate irillagenrenis i bsdies l\,hose first aim behind running the
schooLreollege is tc earn rnoney The issue of pror.rding proper teaching-learnrng facilit), thar
generates tlre leaehrng-learnittg atntosphcre is fal au;ay frorn {hem" The poor quality of
eclucalion- erlen,thar ol lriglrer education ar rural India is reflected in the scene that these
institulions do rrol cvctl lllce( (he mininrtim rffluirements Lo be arr,arded the slatus of permanent
alfiliatiorr bv lhe urrilersil* arrd the sta{us of zf ui.d l2B oll UGC thereafler *;fhe poor
parenlvgrrardians acnrir tlreir rvards a( such inst.itutions only because they rr.;;;"lesL easy-

" to*eac} and'affordable. The governmerl primary, schools and high schools run the state
cun-iculutn in llre rneditrrri of state language" rvith Englislr as one of the subjects. The highe-.r

education institulions run llre lraditional courses. No attempts are made to introduce professional
/ technical courses as tirel' require updared set up ivhich is not affordable on the part of these
institutibns and also on the part of pareflE. The teachers teach the studenls prescribed syllabus in
traditionil ntethods- rvitlroul anf innovation. The percentage olthe students, regularly altending
the classes" is Yer- poor. Their parenls. nrostl),illiterale or hatf literare, ,""rn1o be interested,
u'ith ferv erccptiorls- trt sg.tlitrq tlteir rvarcls t,r sciroolslcolleges rather than cduca{ing tlrcm in ranl
scnsc' Naluralll',the a;rproach of such rrr,olr; to learning is sinrply exarnination oriented rather
rhan to be career oriented. Due 1o the lack of original sources ol, learning, thel, rel,v- on noles-
basedpreparation.NaruraIlr..lheoutcomeisreryP{r:

During lockdo*-ns- declared successi'et1' ui tr," central and state *o*r*rrr.l s due to
pat:denric silua{ion- (he schoots- colleges and other leaching-lanming places rvere slrictll, kgpl
closed for traditional ol'llirte mode. In cities and some to\ms- institutions run by private
managemenls' Chrislian nrissionaries, equipped with technological means like Computers, Tabs,

' L4ptgpq, T'v', qD, vcD Plal'ers, Multimedia Projec{ors, Internet sen,er. ran the teaching-
leaming process in online mode. Horverer, the gorernment primary schools aqd high schools" at
rural parl' touns rveie almost closed. wilhoul lechnological means. borh u,ith the leachers and
the leanrers,' at rural part thc teaching-tearning process \r?s aln:ost susparded. Ar fugho.
educalion le'el tlre tcachcrs trictl ro ,rn .t*r"l in ontine n,"u", ;;r; ;;;;, [abs,-; ---"o riIU r lJ,"vr'q
Iaptops, etc: al thejr en<!. !Jotr'e*er. majoiit' of the students couldn'r afford these rnears, and
hence q'dre deprived of learning. Unavailabilih,of Neirvork or poor Nelrrork also in{luenced rhe
process at rural part.
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OpporluIr;tics of Te chnology trase<l OfIIinc/Online [\{otlc of"Etlr:cnlioil
Toda-v's strlart u'orkl. clorninated b1' Ll']c- is nrost appropriatelv called tle cvber age. In

lhis srrrart i'orl{ re'olutionar}' changes talic place minute after n,nute. There ;, o ouLr*,
demalrd for tlre re1:racenrent of ord \\ja].s, ord *arues, and oid \\,a),s of "r,*;;;";;,eotrmutiica{iolt; even teaching and leanring. The new r'orld has, opened up ne}v avenues of
tunelersta,ding the rl'ue concep{ and ulrirnale goal'of educatjon" roauy,u ;"; ,J;;;r;

" teacherc need to cope up rvith these changes. Again today's smart rryorld demand smart human

. resource with sound teclrnical ftnorvledge Rather lhe human resou.rce Ims to compete rvith the
machines and proYe to be smarter arrrl master of machines. white every other departmen( is
eolnputeilzed, zind dcrnancl enrployecs u'ho are e'xperts in computer skills" able to navigate
dili'ererit learning nra,agemcr.rr s\ srents (Ltv{S) ancl programs- able to create *a .fL"
documents" incorpora{ing audio/rideo rnatcrials into assrgnments" cornpleting online ,r-h;;
sessions,.etc'' In this situation unless and untit the learnel has gone lhrough rhe technological
nrode of education- and has rnastererf lhe lechnologJ, cannot fincl enlry. in 

'erious 
fields. As suclr

thc oppot(urritics in (he r'orld t,arke-t. are open to those canclidalcs n,ho can hadlc i,,rd
manipulateteclrnologicalrnodesol.affairs.

As sucl\ loda].'s online ntode ol'educaJion rvhich has ahracted the atlention.of today,s
smart learnels should be seen as the aclvanced version of education. There *rI ,o --,. adv:antages of this nrode of education rike saving of time and energl,, effective ,"o;;*:;;
both on the part of teaclrers and learners Gaining practical, presentable knon,ledge, technical
skiils are some otrrer advanrages or. technotogv u*"a n.,oa" of 

"dr.rtio,, 
on rhe ,* *,*-a*

As such- rvi{h traditional cottrses- tradilional me(hods and tratlirional mode we are *r*,
produc€ the useless graduates

To conclude- lhe reaching-lanrning process rhrough traditional offline mode at rural oart I

of furdia rvas'greatl-r' influencerl during parrdemic situation There rvas very linlp leaming o, ,o i
learning at all" !t is also tnre thar traditionat offline mode of educarion has certain',r*;;;;r. /
rr{rile there are so man1', adra^tages ol tclhnologl' based mode of edrcatron 

",. 
;; ;;; ;; I

educatioh' Hence, rvrrctrrer it is pantrenric situation br any other simirar siluation, ,*nr",;;; /
based online rqode of educa{iort should be svstgmatically incorpbrared ar all stages oteau"urio]r. i
To achie'e this end the governrrrent should equip dre ichools wirn lechnologica;-*rt;;;;; 

I
the teachers to use tlte nre,ns tinrelt,and effedively" As the leamers u, r,r"n,.n";;;"; I
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poor sh"atir of societr,. theY shoulcl be provided b1' rhe governntent r:l,ith means like tabs, smart

leachinq-learning sl:ould *qo on

phones" free nelrr.ork. CIC Whether i{ is

conltrruorrslt,. Hcnce rl is

pandemic or an-y other emergenc-v" the

high tiine to accept the technology

process of
bascd nrcde of etrucatron or onl lne ntodc of educalion not as a forced nlode bul as the need ofloda1,"'s digita! snrarl rr.orld

Ilefcr"enccs

I u,rvu,.onlineeducation.conl
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